
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE  
SYBIL BRAND COMMISSION FOR INSTITUTIONAL INSPECTIONS 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
MARCH 23, 2005 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Montano called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.    
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
Chair Montano led the pledge of allegiance followed by a moment of silence.   
 
ATTENDANCE   
 
Present:     
Chair Eleanor R. Montano 
Vice Chair Helen H. Stathatos 
Frank Bacio 
Vito Cannella 
John Hammargren 
Carl Moore 
 
Absent 
James Cragin 

 
Others
Sgt. Victor Lopez, Sheriff’s 

Department 
Suzy Moraes, Supervising Deputy, 

Probation Officer  
B. Eugene Romig, Chief, Commission 

Services 
Sherry Scates, Commission Staff 
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 9, 2005  
On motion of Commissioner Hammargren, seconded by Commissioner  
Cannella and unanimously carried, the minutes of March 9, 2005 were  
approved as submitted. 
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CHAIR’S REPORT        
In view of current events, Chair Montano again expressed her continued 
concern regarding the lack of safety at County Courts.  Sgt. Victor Lopez, 
Sheriff’s Department, noted that the defendant who assaulted his public 
defender during his recent trial, revealed during questioning how he was 
able to smuggle a razor blade into the court; this new information enables 
court security to guard against that possibility in the future.  
 
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren, along with staff, attended 
the Monthly Meeting of DCFS Regional Administrators in North Hollywood 
on March 16th.  They advised the Administrators that the Commission is 
committed to being a productive and supportive partner with DCFS.   
However, Commissioners expressed their concerns that DCFS attendance 
at the Commission’s monthly business meetings is sporadic and that a 
different representative is sent each time.  Also, though no fault of their 
own, the representatives that do attend are not familiar with the 
Commission’s issues, have no decision making authority necessitating the 
referral of issues/questions to their department managers, and follow-up is 
infrequent at best.  Commissioners asked the Administrators to advise the 
Commission if there were any particular areas they would like the 
Commission to concentrate on while conducting their inspections. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Sgt. Victor Lopez, Sheriff’s Department, reported on the following: 

• Copies of the Custody Division Total Inmate Count were distributed 
(copy on file); 

• A photo of Juan Alvarez, alleged suspect in the recent Metrolink train 
derailment was shared with Commissioners.  NBC Dateline’s 
interview of Mr. Alvarez will be aired in the near future; 

• Copies were distributed describing the new inmate uniforms issued 
by the Sheriff’s Department which are color-coded to correspond to 
their respective classification (copy on file);  

• Sgt. Lopez noted that the Department’s new appointment of Alice E. 
Scott as Captain of Twin Towers Administration, has been a positive 
step for the Department; and 

• The County Sheriff’s Department is the leading authority in combating 
the spread of the MRSA infection; there are antibacterial disinfection 
stations throughout the jails for that purpose, which are available to 
everyone. 
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Suzy Moraes, Supervising Deputy Probation Officer, introduced herself 
and noted that she was at the Commission’s disposal. 
 
Commissioners thanked Sgt. Lopez and Ms. Moraes for attending and for 
their contributions to the meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Commissioner Bacio reported that the current balance of the Commission’s 
Charitable Fund is $728.96. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Sherry Scates, Commission Staff, reported on the following documents 
(copy on file) which were distributed: 

• Child Abuse & Neglect binders from DCFS (copy on file); 
• Save the Date flyers for the 2005 Commissioners’ Leadership 

Conference on May 26th; 
• Copies of the DSS Needs and Services Plan for group homes; 
• Probation Group Home listing; and 
• A draft of the Commission’s brochure has been completed and is 

provided for review and comment at the next Commission meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
There was none.  
 
FACILITY/GROUP INSPECTION REPORTS 
Greater Hope Society I -  50#1 
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 11th and found no one at home.  No inspection was conducted. 
 
Jean Lores Group Home I -  
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 11th and found no one at home.  No inspection was conducted. 
 
Zenith Youth Home – 114#1 
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 10th and gave a rating of Unsatisfactory.  Areas of concern: first aid 
kit needs restocking; floor heater needs repainting; window sills need to be 
sanded and painted; carpet needs replacing; old bicycles and chairs need 
to be removed from premises; front and back door thresholds need to be 
repaired; trash and surplus unused items need to be removed from garage; 
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and the entire facility needs to be cleaned.  A re-inspection is scheduled 
for 30 days. 
 
Dream Home Care II – 29#3 
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 14th and gave a rating of Satisfactory with no areas of concern 
observed or reported. 
 
Dream Home Care I – 29#2 
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 14th and gave a rating of Satisfactory with no areas of concern 
observed or reported. 
 
Teen’s Happy Home – 103#2    
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 21st and gave a rating of Unsatisfactory.  Areas of concern: entire 
exterior, grounds and interior of the facility are unkempt and/or in need of 
repair; supply of non-perishables was low; menu not followed; no library 
cards for residents; required driver’s license numbers not on file; 
fingerprints not on file; Needs and Services Plan not current; facility not free 
of odors; premises not free of hazards; bedroom furniture, clothing, and 
closets need attention; Quick-Release window bars are blocked by bed in 
bedroom #2; chores, emergency phone numbers and emergency plan not 
posted; disaster drill records unavailable; disaster kit needs to be replaced; 
Treatment Team records unavailable; no Life Books; two First Aid kits 
needed; wall heater needs cleaning and painting; crawl space screens 
broken at side of house; water heater door is broken and air intake vents 
need repair; overstuffed garage is a fire hazard; door to hygiene cabinet 
broken; carpet in dining room needs to be replaced; the “doctor visit” sheet 
was pre-signed by the doctor for future dates.  This facility will be 
reported to applicable Departments and the Board of Supervisors.  A 
fiscal audit will be requested and a re-inspection is scheduled in 30 
days. 
 
Greater Hope Society I – 49#3     
Chair Montano and Commissioner Hammargren visited this facility on 
March 17th and gave a rating of Unsatisfactory.  Areas of concern: on 
several occasions, over the last year or so the Commissioners have 
repeatedly advised facility staff to remove unused refrigerators, stoves, etc. 
,in garage area because of potential safety hazard, but those items remain; 
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meals don’t match posted menu; First Aid kit needs restocking; fire 
extinguishers need to be tagged and charged; no outside vent for kitchen 
stove; and no vehicle on site.  Commissioners were advised by residents 
that there are no social activities or outings planned for them (only TV and 
schoolwork) and that residents are forced to sign for an allowance which is 
in excess of what is actually received.  The State Licensing Department 
was notified of these issues and asked to investigate further .  A fiscal 
audit will be requested and a re-inspection is scheduled in two weeks.   
 
Children Are Our Future/Howard House – 12#2 
Vice Chair Stathatos followed up on an Auditor-Controller’s Group Home 
Program Monitoring Report and inspected this facility on March 16th ; 
however, none of the required changes/corrections indicated in that report 
had been completed.  She was advised by Nancy Linquata, Residential 
Director, that repairs, etc., have not been made because the lease on this 
facility will end shortly and that they will be relocating closer to their main 
site.  Commissioners will continue to monitor this facility. 
 
Hathaway Childrens’ Home – 52#1 
Vice Chair Stathatos and Commissioner Cannella attempted to inspect this 
facility on March 17th; however, the access roads were closed to all but 
emergency traffic due to heavy rains. 
 
Ettie Lee Home/John Eccles – 33#2 
Vice Chair Stathatos and Commissioner Cannella inspected this facility on 
March 10th and gave a rating of Satisfactory.  Areas of concern: bath tubs 
and showers need to be cleaned, caulked and painted; First Aid kit needs 
to be restocked; and carpet in bedrooms and common rooms need 
cleaning. 
 
Human Services Network/Shadow Hills – 58#3 
Commissioner Cannella inspected this facility on March 16th and gave a 
rating of Satisfactory.  Area of concern: no staff records on premises (at 
main site).  Commissioner Cannella noted that the kitchen was being 
remodeled and that repairs and maintenance on the exterior and grounds 
was underway. 
 
Barry Nidorff Juvenile Hall - Probation 
Vice Chair Stathatos and Commissioner Cannella inspected this facility on 
March 14th and gave an overall facility rating of Satisfactory.  Areas of  
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concern: pantry in girls’ unit is unusable; toilet in TV building has not 
worked for two months (per deputies); and two sinks and the shower in 
building “N” are leaking;   Commissioners were advised by deputies that all 
work orders have been submitted for these items.  Commissioners noted 
that this facility is one of the largest in the Juvenile Hall system.  Although 
there are numerous excellent vocational programs available to inmates, 
funding is not sufficient for the barbers’ vocational training program 
proposed by Commissioner Cannella.  Also, a resident grievance officer 
follows up with any inmate complaints. 
 
Camp Luis Roth - Probation  
Vice Chair Stathatos and Commissioner Cannella inspected this facility on 
March 21st and gave a rating of Satisfactory with no areas of concern 
observed or reported.  Commissioners noted that this facility was 
evacuated for 5 days in January due to excessive rain.  Also, among the 
many vocational and special interest programs available, interested 
inmates/wards are given Fire Suppression Training by the County Fire 
Department.  HBO cable network has made a documentary on this camp 
which should be aired in April/May 2005. 
 
Bright Future Youth Center – 8#3 
Commissioners Bacio and Moore inspected this facility on March 22nd and 
gave a rating of Needs Improvement.  Areas of concern: interior needs to 
be cleaned and organized; insufficient supply of non-perishables (need 
more storage space); Needs and Services Plan and Treatment Team 
Minutes not on premises; rooms need better ventilation; bedroom #1 needs 
organization; Quick-Release window bars need repair; daily activities and 
chores not posted; disaster drills need to be conducted monthly; several 
smoke detectors need batteries replaced; mouse droppings not cleaned up 
(exterminator traps in place); clothes dryer vent has been disconnected; 
and safety screen needs to be replaced.  A re-inspection is scheduled in 
three weeks. 
 
Vista Del Mar Main Campus – 110#1 
Commissioners Bacio and Moore inspected this facility on March 15th and 
gave a rating of Satisfactory with no areas of concern observed or 
reported. 
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Orange County Children’s Foundation – 82#2 
Commissioners Bacio and Moore inspected this facility on March 10th and 
gave a rating of Satisfactory.  Area of concern: one bedroom has no 
smoke detector.  Commissioners noted that they were very impressed with 
Rachel Suite, Facility Manager. 
 
Child Focus Group Home/Teen Focus – 11#2 
Commissioners Bacio and Moore inspected this facility on March 10th and 
gave a rating of Needs Improvement.  Areas of concern: bathroom wash 
basin drains slowly; emergency numbers not posted; emergency and 
evacuation plans not available; resident roster needs updating; staff needs 
keys to pantry; and smoke detector in south bedroom not working.  
Commissioners noted that during their inspection a new arrival was totally 
out of control, was disobeying staff and using profanity.  
 
C & R/Masada/Penn House – 21#3 
Commissioners Bacio and Moore visited this facility and found no one at 
home.  No inspection was conducted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS, (Future Facility/Group Home Visits)  
There was none. 
 
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA (To be presented and placed on a 
future agenda) 
There was none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Chair Montano adjourned the meeting at  
12:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sherry Scates 
Commission Staff 


